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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the summer edition of Seed and Harvest. In 
this issue you will find news about our graduating 
class and much else about the life of the school 
that I hope you will find inspiring.

In a previous edition I said I would let you 
know if I had the privilege of leading anyone 
to the Lord in my travels. Well, a few months 
ago I was at West Palm Beach airport with a 
student, Trevor Spencer, when we got into a 
conversation with two young mothers. It turned 
out that I was sitting beside them on the plane. 

I was not wearing my clerical collar, but 
I was reading a book with the word 
‘Catholic’ in the title: The Gospel 
and the Catholic Church by Michael 
Ramsey. 

It turned out that one of these 
young mothers had been to catholic school and had various catholic authors 
to recommend to me. I made a note of their names.

I too had a little reading matter to recommend to her and her friend: my 
‘Forgiveness, Purpose and Hope’ tract (see www.tsm.edu/
media_resources/documents).

Before we left the gate she had read the tract right 
through and said she would like to pray that prayer 
dedicating her life to following Jesus. She also wanted 
prayer for a job. And so three of us sat there and 
prayed together. It was a wonderful moment.

Many of the conversations we have day by day are 
planting seeds. I have lost count of how many of 
these tracts I have given out, and it is fun to do. But 
there is an incomparable joy about being involved 
with the reaping.

As we continue forming Christian leaders for 
mission my prayer is that they, and we who 
cheer them on, may have the joy of not only 
sowing much good seed, but also reaping much 
good fruit. 

      
Yours in Christ,

From the Dean and President
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One of the current trends in higher education is 
towards more on-line and intensive classes. Trinity 

has been involved with both of these formats for many 
years and can see the advantages of them: students can 
remain in their current ministries; they do not need 
to relocate themselves and perhaps their family; and 
they can undertake substantial study cost-effectively. 
The benefits are, in fact, so great that some are asking 
whether we should make this the main form of seminary 
education.

There are a number of occasions when this non-
residential education might be the best option, and we 
offer masters degrees that can be earned that way. We 
are flexible in how we achieve our vision of ‘producing 
outstanding leaders’ for the church. But I am convinced 
that where it is possible to relocate to seminary, the 
benefits are so considerable that they outweigh the costs.

Seminary education has three main elements: knowledge, 
skills and character development. I believe all three of 
those are best achieved in residential programs.

Knowledge of the Bible, church history, theology, ethics, 
liturgy, spirituality, etc. is not simply a matter of the 
transfer of information from teacher to student. It is 
about knowing our teachers and being inspired by them. 
It is also about knowing our fellow students and learning 
from them. A community like Trinity, where we are all on 
first name terms and we worship, study and eat together, 
is a wonderfully rich learning environment.  Week-long 
intensives give a taste of such a life but cannot, I think, 
entirely replace it.

The Importance of Residential Training
By The Very Rev. Dr. Justyn Terry

Skills like preaching, teaching, leading services, caring 
for those in distress, and praying on all occasions, are 
also more readily developed in a residential setting. 
They are learned by watching others, reflecting on what 
they do and internalizing these things for ourselves. The 
curacy apprenticeship after seminary that allowed such 
skills to be refined is relatively rare today, which makes 
residential training and the mentoring in nearby training 
parishes all the more important. 

Character formation for Christian leadership comes about 
through years of discipleship. In the three years that Jesus 
gave his apostles, he called them apart to live with him, 
learn from him, and minister with him in preparation for 
the leadership roles that lay ahead of them. It is one of 
the joys of teaching at Trinity to see highly committed 
men and women from around the States and the wider 
world growing in maturity and humble confidence in 
God. Praying, studying, and serving together regularly 
have an enormous impact, and form the bonds of 
friendships that last a lifetime. 

As the tide of secularism rises the need for well trained 
leaders grows. Trinity is committed to offering full-tuition 
scholarships for those who need them to help address the 
financial challenge of residential training. I believe that 
formation on a seminary campus is still the best way to 
foster the radical discipleship of Jesus Christ that lies at 
the heart of Christian leadership.

pDEAN’S
CORNER
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Photos by Mandy Hughes, Christopher Klukas, Bill Starke, and David Trautman.

Both Dr. Stephen Smith (posthumously) and the Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Noll were given the title of “Professor Emeritus” at the 
commencement ceremony this year. Here Joyce Smith and Peggy 
Noll receive this title on behalf of their husbands.
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Trinity School for Ministry 
Graduates 1000th Student

On May 14, 2011, Trinity School for Ministry 
conducted its 33rd commencement 

ceremony. This year, the senior class chose Bp. 
Michael Nazir-Ali as its commencement speaker. 
During the ceremony the Very Rev. Dr. Justyn 
Terry, Trinity’s Dean and President, noted that 
the school has now exceeded 1,000 graduates.
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When I went to graduate school back in the Middle 
Pleistocene, my teachers and colleagues generally 

agreed that Jesus was Jewish but the early Church 
wasn’t.  Jesus was a wandering Galilean rabbi, who made 
such a deep impression on his followers that after his 
(permanent) death, early Christian communities ascribed 
to him all sorts of divine honors.  This posthumous 
deification of the Galilean rabbi naturally violated the 
Jewish monotheistic faith.  
Jesus would have been 
shocked had he known 
about this blasphemy.  But 
it happened mostly far 
away, among the Gentile 
congregations that early 
missionaries like Paul 
planted in the pagan cities 
of the Roman Empire.   

The Gospels and the early Epistles thus represented 
a Gentile version of Christianity.  Whatever early 
relations may have persisted briefly between Christians 
in Jerusalem and the wider movement dwindled rapidly 
after the fall of Jerusalem in ad 70.  By the time the 
New Testament documents were composed in the late 
1st century, Christianity had burst its Jewish cocoon 
and now flaunted the theological colors of the ambient 
Greco-Roman society. 

I’ve described a caricature in these paragraphs, but it’s 
not untrue to the assumptions that I carried with me 
forty years ago into teaching the history of the early 
Church.  Even conversion to Christianity in my early 
career did not correct my misconceptions in this regard.  
I recognized of course that early Christianity must have 
retained some residual memories of Judaism - after all, 
the 2nd century Church fought off Marcion’s attempt 

to demonize the Old 
Testament, and Christians 
recognized the Hebrew 
scriptures as authentic 
divine revelation.  But I still 
assumed that the works of 
the early Church Fathers 
were written without 
much reference to the 
Judaism that the Christian 

movement had outgrown and left behind.  So I thought.  
And to my present shame, so I taught.

Well, I’ve seen the light.  After three decades of imposing 
my naive and erroneous views on seminarians who took 
my Patristics course, Theresa Newell finally persuaded 
me to teach a study tour in the Holy Land last January.  I 
had long resisted her importunity by saying that I knew 
nothing about the land of Israel in the early Christian 
era.  (I was too polite to add the corollary that - as I 

Early Christianity 
Was...Jewish?!

By the Rev. Dr. Les Fairfield

Photos by Theresa Newell, background image by Emily Exler.
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thought - nothing important 
for Christianity happened 
there anyway, after Paul left 
Caesarea for Rome).  

But I dutifully read a few 
books as I prepared some 
talks for the tour.  I had 
promised to teach on “The 
Holy Land in the Patristic 
Era,” and I was astonished 
to discover that scholars 
had actually written books 
on a topic about which 
I had thought there was 
nothing to say. So Oskar 
Skarsaune’s brilliant In the Shadow of the Temple rocked 
my misconceptions with seismic effect.  I staggered on to 
a volume of essays edited by Skarsaune and his colleague 
Reidar Hvalvik, called Jewish Believers in Jesus: The Early 
Centuries.  Say what?  They actually existed?  They might 
have influenced the Church Fathers?  No, can’t be.  Not 
possible. And so it went.  

Cumulatively 
the mountain of 
scholarship wore me 
down and I gave in.  I 
renounced my errors, 
and my Patristics 
course will never 
be the same.  Let 
me conclude with a 
couple of examples 
from an early 
Christian writing, 
which I had hitherto 
taught as a wholly 
Gentile document, 
but which I now 
realize are Jewish to 
the core.  

The Didache is a short tract. It is arguably the earliest 
Christian writing outside the New Testament canon.  Its 
origin was probably a small Christian community about 
ad 90 in Syria, northeast of Jerusalem.  The Didache 
contains two sections, the first a sermon on the Way 
of Life and the Way of Death that is basically a Jewish 
exhortation to Gentile proselytes, with a few references 
to Jesus added.  We know that on the mountain in Galilee 

Jesus had commanded the 
Apostles to teach.  How 
logical that the Apostles 
would have set out with a 
ready-made Jewish sermon 
that they could easily adapt! 

The second part of 
the Didache contains 
instructions about prayer, 
fasting, baptism and the 
Eucharist.  On the first 
three topics the Apostolic 
teachers borrowed from 
Jewish proselyte manuals 
freely. Even the prayers that 

the Didache specifies for the Eucharist are “christological 
adaptations of the Jewish qiddush and birkat ha-mazon 
prayers, especially in the form these had in the Passover 
meal” (Skarsaune, Shadow of the Temple, 413).  I had read 
and taught this document for years without the foggiest 
notion of its Jewish background!

Well, I was wrong.  And I’m glad to testify that my 
experience in the Holy Land course set me as a novice 
on the path to wisdom, at least.  How ethnocentric the 
Western historical profession has been to ignore the 
Jewish roots of early Christianity!

The Rev Dr. Les Fairfield is Professor Emeritus of Church 
History at Trinity School for Ministry. He continues to teach 
occasional classes on campus and lead travel study tours all 
over the world.
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Farewell Row Houses
By the Rev. Bob Richard

When Trinity School for Ministry moved to 
Ambridge, PA in the fall of 1978, we had our 

own chapel and classrooms, but we no longer had the 
dormitory space for single students that we had at Robert 
Morris College.  At this time, four of us (Mark Tusken, 
Dave Harnish, Jim Little, and me) found a three-bedroom 
home at 333 Sherman Street. This was the end unit of the 
row houses, right across the street from the abandoned 
supermarket that was to become our future library.

In addition to the roof over our heads, we also shared 
a common life together.  We divided out duties such as 
cooking, cleaning, washing dishes, and shopping; we 
shared breakfast and supper each day; once a week we 
had an extended time for Bible study; and under Jim’s 
leadership, we would break away on the weekends for 
fun activities. 

In 1980, I purchased the houses with a couple of other 
friends of the School, making them available as seminary 
housing. Later, we donated them to the School.

During the recent Fairfield Homecoming, all the alumni 
gathered together on Sherman Street as the Rev. Dr. 

Trinity News

Laurie Thompson and I, standing on the roof, led a 
service to “decommission” the building.

Many alumni had row house memories to share.  The Rt. 
Rev. Tito Zavala (MAR 1990), Bishop of Chile and Primate 
of the Province of the Southern Cone, remembers how 
warmly the row house community greeted their family 
when their daughter Carola was born, just after they 
arrived in the States in 1987.

Geoffrey Gwynn (DLS 1984) remembers several notable 
residents, including Geoffrey Latim, a student from 
Africa whose gift for running earned him a medal in 
the 1964 
Olympics 
and saved 
him from 
being 
imprisoned 
for his Faith.

He also 
remembered 
Herman who 
lived in a 
trailer parked 
on Sherman 
Street across from the row houses. He was generally a 
quiet character, though he would sometimes knock on 
the door at 2 in the morning to ask for a bar of soap. The 
Rev. Dr. Steve Noll recalled that Herman’s trailer played 
a significant role in the box factory fire that almost 
destroyed the Trinity Library.  When the north wall fell, 
it came down on his trailer, saving the row houses.

Bob Richard (MDiv 1979) and Laurie Thompson “Decomissioning” the row 
houses at the Fairfield Homecoming.

Editors Note: Due to the ever-increasing cost of 
maintaining the Row Houses, Trinity’s Board of Trustees 
has decided to tear them down and await funding to 
build a flexibly designed twenty-unit apartment building. 
In this article, alumnus Bob Richard (MDiv 1979) reflects 
on the history of this structure and its importance to the 
Trinity community over the years.
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A Step Further: The Journey in Discipleship
A 16-week course to discover new dimensions in following Jesus

The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Moore, Dean/President Emeritus 
of Trinity School for Ministry, has completed an exciting 

new discipleship series for use in churches and small groups. 
Originally published with the title One Lord, One Faith (Latimer 
Press), the new kit now includes a DVD and a Traveler’s Guide for 
class participants.

Over 350 people have pioneered this course so far, and found that 
it energized their walk with Jesus, and expanded their horizon 

about what 
they believe. 
Grounded in 
historic Christian affirmations and solidly rooted in Scripture, 
these talks and companion books explain the journey in simple 
but forceful ways. The course can be done in eight weeks, but 
sixteen is preferable.

Copies of either the book or the kit are available through the 
program web site: astepfurtherdiscipleship.com.

Essential Truths for Christians
A Commentary on the Thirty-Nine Articles and an Introduction to Systematic Theology

After many years of work Bp. John Rodgers - long time Professor of Systematic Theology, Dean/President 
Emeritus of Trinity School for Ministry, and encourager to all - has completed his book, Essential Truths for 

Christians.

With a focus on solid theological teaching, practical 
application, and spiritual formation, Essential Truths is 
written for clergy, ministry students and lay leaders, and 
shows how the Anglican Reformers “got it right” on the 
central matters of the Christian Faith. These teachings 
are both biblical and relevant for today. Essential Truths 
is designed as an easy-to-use reference on the Articles 
and as an introduction to the basic themes of systematic 
theology. The foreword is written by J. I. Packer.

Published by the Classical Anglican Press, Essential Truths 
can be ordered from the Trinity Bookstore:
1-800-874-8754 or bookstore@tsm.edu.

Cost is $24.95 paperback or $49.95 hardcover. 
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Trinity Trustee Profile
Mrs. Betsy Lewis
AB, Smith College
JD, University of  Virginia
On the Board since May 2011

Describe your relationship with 
God, how did you come to know 
God? As I grew up and into 
adulthood I considered myself 
a Christian and took my faith 
seriously and knew a lot of theology; 
but I thought Christianity was a 
doctrine that I had decided to believe 
in, not a personal relationship with 
the Living God – so I was missing 

a lot.  A real blessing for me was becoming involved in The New 
Life Bible Study in Washington, D.C. where Terry Fullam was the 
speaker.  Terry could not only handle any intellectual question 
with breathtaking intelligence and wit, he helped me grow into 
a strong personal relationship with Christ and to receive the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit.

How did you get involved with Trinity School for Ministry?  
My husband and I found our faith blessed and magnified by 
“teaching priests.”  We couldn’t think of a better way to spread the 
gospel than to support Trinity, since it is committed to raising up 
Christian leaders who are thoroughly grounded in scripture.  We 
were also profoundly affected by Trinity’s commitment to rely on 
the Lord to supply the support needed for the mission and vision 
He intends. 

What are your hopes for the future of the seminary?  That 
Trinity would continue to be a beacon of light for scripturally 
based faith and training and that its ministry would extend to the 
ends of the Earth.

Is there anything else you would like the Trinity Community 
to know about you?  I grew up in the Episcopal Church.  I am 
a partner in the law firm Cooley LLP where I practice labor 
and employment law.  Over the past 36 years I have served as 
employment counsel to a variety of educational institutions from 
pre-schools through post-graduate institutions.  In December 
2009 I spoke on risk management at the annual meeting of the 
Association of Theological Schools  I have been married for 39 
years and my husband Jim is also a lawyer.  We have three grown 
children one of whom is married and the mother of our precious 
granddaughter.  My faith is first, my family is central and my work 
is conducted in relation to those priorities.

Trinity Welcomes New 
Advancement Officer

Trinity School for Ministry, after 
interviewing a number of well qualified 

candidates, has invited Trevor Spencer, a 
current MDiv student, to join its staff as an 
Advancement Officer. He will continue his 
studies while on staff.

Trevor has a background in journalism, event 
planning, and youth ministry. Having served 
in ministry for over ten years, he has an 
intimate knowledge of how churches work. 
Before coming to Trinity Trevor founded 
and ran Crosstown Ministries in Charleston, 
SC, a company which served the event and 
communication needs of churches in South 
Carolina. With a heart to support the Church, 
he brings to Trinity unique gifts to assist the 
Seminary Advancement Team.

“We chose Trevor for this position because 
of his demonstrated ability as a Christian 
leader and his gift for communicating with 
enthusiasm the school’s ministry and mission,” 
stated the Rev. Dr. Leander Harding, Trinity’s 
Dean of Seminary Advancement and Church 
Relations.

“Trinity’s vision of Forming Christian Leaders 
for Mission is why I came here as a student,” 
commented Trevor. “I’m excited to have the 
opportunity to share this vision with Trinity’s 
friends. The potential impact that we can 
have together for the sake of Christ is truly 
amazing.”

Trinity News
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2011 Graduate Joins
Development Staff

The Rev. Becky Toalster has joined the staff of Trinity School 
for Ministry as the Assistant to the Director of Development 

and Alumni Relations Coordinator. She will receive prayer 
requests, process gifts, maintain the database, work with our 
more than 1,000 Alumni, and handle various development tasks. 
Originally from Lakeland, FL, Becky has been an active part of 
the Trinity Community for the past three years, most recently 
serving as the Senior Class President. On May 14 she received 
her MDiv with Trinity’s class of 2011, and on June 11 she was 
ordained as a transitional Deacon in the Diocese of Central 
Florida.

“We are thrilled to have Becky join our staff in a full time 
capacity. Her theological background, pastoral skills, creativity 
and love for this school will be a tremendous aid to Trinity,” 
remarked Leslie Deily, Director of Development.

“I am very excited to be coming on board full-time in the 
Development Office. It is such a blessing to be able to see God work through the generosity of our donors and to hear 
how God is working in their lives and in the lives and ministries of our alumni!”

John Macdonald Receives DMiss

The Rev. Canon Dr. John Macdonald recently graduated 
from Fuller Theological Seminary with a Doctor of 

Missiology Degree. His dissertation is titled “Creating 
a Missional Environment: Restructuring the Stanway 
Institute for World Mission and Evangelism.” John worked 
hard during his sabbatical to complete this project, 
including several months spent in Spain conducting 
research and doing interviews.

Laurie Thompson Receives 
Award from DMin Educator’s 
Association

The Rev. Dr. Laurie Thompson, Dean of Trinity’s 
Doctor of Ministry program, received an award 

at the annual conference of the DMin Educator’s 
Association in recognition of his 10 years of work in 
this field.
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Campus News: Noise Day, Car Wash

Trinity News

Photos by Mandy Hughes, and Christopher Klukas.
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Campus News: Noise Day, Car Wash

Noise Day

On April 16, 2011, Trinity’s “Love Ambridge 
Committee” hosted the first annual 

“Noise Day.” Brian Hughes (MDiv Student), 
the organizer of the event, related that “the 
idea came from the fact that we want people in 
Ambridge to know that we exist as a school and 
that we truly do care for the community.  We 
have two Quiet Days a year, so it was suggested 
that we have at least one Noise Day, a day 
where we make some noise for the Gospel in 
Ambridge.”

When asked what would be most helpful, the 
Borough of Ambridge responded saying that 
the light posts on Merchant Street were in need 
of some paint. Each of Trinity’s advisee groups 
was issued some paint and a bunch of brushes 
and then pointed in the direction of some light 
posts.

Bill Witt, Assistant Professor of Systematic 
Theology, reported that, “In the midst of the 
painting a local businessman approached us 
and began talking to us about our seminary and 
then his own life. Before the thing was over, 
we were holding hands with and praying for 
this gentleman. They don’t tell you in graduate 
school that this is where getting a Ph.D. in 
theology might lead.”



14 Seed & Harvest

Fall Online Course Offerings
BI 600 - Introduction to Biblical Languages and 
Interpretation (Collett/Whitacre)

CH 645 - The Modern Church (Harrold)

NT 625 - The Gospels (Whitacre) - Prerequisite: BI 600

ST 635 - God the Son (TBA)

Extension Ministries

Jan Term 2012
Week One (January 9-13)

CH 725/875  The Word, the Spirit, and the Church from 
Pentecost to Present (Harrold).

OT 625 Pentateuch (Moore). A study of the first five books 
of the Bible with a view to helping students learn to teach 
and preach from this part of God’s Word

PT 740/876 Advanced Church Ministry and Sacraments 
(Harding). This course will consider issues in church 
identity, discipline, sacramental theology, and government 
from an Anglican and ecumenical perspective.

Week Two (January 16-20)

PT 725/875 Sex, Gender and the Gospel (Fairfield). Trinity 
Professor Emeritus of Church History, Les Fairfield, 
returns to campus to offer this popular course.

ST 620/810 Key Issues in Christian Apologetics (Witt). A study of the claims of historical biblical Christianity 
so as to commend the gospel to contemporary people.

DMin Only Courses

ME 800 - Ministry in Missiological 
Perspective (Week One); Dr. Bill Taylor, 
instructor.

BI 800 - Using the Bible in Ministry and 
Mission (Week Two); Dr. Don Collett, 
instructor.

SPECIAL EVENT: (Week Two)

The Rt. Rev. Kevin Higgins, international 
director of Global Teams, on Understanding 
Islam.
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Ancient Wisdom - Anglican Futures Conference 2011 (AWAF)

Surveys of the North American religious landscape 
have made it abundantly clear that Christians are 

biblically illiterate and scandalously misinformed 
about the foundations of their faith.  A lack of 
instruction, formation, and training has posed a 
challenge to the viability of mainline denominations, 
and diminished the vibrancy of ministry and mission 
in evangelical churches.  Is the Christianity of our 
day a mile wide and an inch deep?  Is there a “deep 
church” alternative to the spiritual shallowness 
that splashes over the front porches of our faith 
communities? From June 16-18, 2011, Christians from 
around the world came together to study these and 

other questions of Christian formation under the 
title: Making Disciples in the Christian Catechumenate. 
This conference continues where our first AWAF 
conference left off two years ago. Trinity School for 
Ministry co-sponsored this event with The Robert E. 
Webber Center for an Ancient Evangelical Future. 
Both David Neff (of Christianity Today and the Robert 
Webber Center) and Phil Harrold (Professor of 
Church History at TSM) view these conferences as 
the continuation of Robert Webber’s own series of 
conferences. The next conference is scheduled to take 
place in 2013. Audio from the conference is available at 
the AWAF web site: awaf.tsm.edu.
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My son Graham Jr. watches a cartoon on PBS called 
The Cat In The Hat. This show has a theme song 

that can really get stuck in your head, “Go Go Go, on an 
adventure... Go Go Go on an adventure.” Like I said, it is 
a catchy little tune. I speak from experience when I say 
that this is what a place like Trinity School for Ministry 
has the potential to do for so many students, “Go Go 
Go on an adventure.” If you are anything like me, you 
perhaps get a little bothered by the growing number 
of the un-churched, or the talk about the rise of Islam, 
or the portrait of Christianity that is presented by the 
media. I have found a solution that works for me in all of 
this and that is to simply “Go, Go, Go” and preach Christ 
and Him crucified.

“This is nothing new,” you might say. Well you’re right, 
but I strongly feel that in many areas the Church is not 
effectively bringing the un-churched to Christ. It should 
be a sin to bore someone with the Gospel, and I believe 
that this is just what is happening in many churches. I 
have been blessed to come to Apostles Anglican Church 
in Knoxville, TN where I have been given the title of 

youth missioner. I have come to realize that Christians 
need to reap where the harvest is, not hang out in a 
church and wait for the harvest to show up. If we expect 
people from our un-churched culture to flock to our 
church service on a Sunday morning, we are not dealing 
with reality. How you go about doing this work of 
mission is between you and the Holy Spirit, but this un-
worthy servant has been blessed with a fruitful ministry 
with the West High School football program and the 
Knoxville area of 
Tennessee.

This relationship with 
the football program 
and the Young 
Life organization 
that so effectively 
presents the gospel 
to teenagers has 
enabled me to earn 
the right to be heard. 
Now I know that the power of the Gospel is unlimited, 
but why make the Holy Spirit work any harder than He 
has to? We still need to remember that we are a bunch 
of broken individuals, mostly hostile to the law and love 
of God. The willingness to go to where these people are 
needs to be a priority. By giving our time and love we 
will be shocked to see hearts open to receive the Gospel 
and love of Christ where otherwise those hearts may 
remain hardened. The saying, “preach the gospel and 
when necessary use words,” is all too true in the ministry 
I have been called to. As I found myself coaching these 
young men, I also discovered an opportunity to be real 
and let the Holy Spirit go to work. These kids and their 
parents know what I represent as an ordained Anglican 

Alumni

Photo courtesy of Graham Schuyler.

I have come to realize 
that Christians need to 
reap where the harvest 
is, not hang out in a 
church and wait for the 
harvest to show up.

Go, Go, Go!
A Ministry of Presence

By The Rev. Graham Schuyler

Photograph by Mandy Hughes
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Costly Freedom

Dr. Terry 
Webb (Lay 

Studies 1985) 
has penned a 
new historical 
novel about the 
struggle felt 
during the time 
of our country’s 
reconstruction 
period. Copies 
are available 
through the 
Trinity Bookstore, 
1-800-874-8754 or 
bookstore@tsm.edu.

priest, yet when we get together outside of school we 
often just hang out and get into each other’s lives. When 
that happens out of love, real things start to happen in 
amazing ways.

It is OK to not have an agenda. It’s OK to not open a 
Bible all the time. It is definitely OK to just have fun and 
listen to what is going on in the lives of these young men 
and women. These activities lead to what Henri Nouwen 
called the “ministry of presence.” Ministry is being done 
by the Holy Spirit by just being. When I ask many of the 
un-churched youth and their parents what it means to 
be a Christian, they almost always respond by saying, “it 
means you have to be good.” Well, if that is what it takes 
then I am definitely in trouble. They do not know the 
true gospel of Christ. They do not understand their true 
nature and the only life-saving answer.

I have been blessed to get out of the church and “Go, Go, 
Go.”  Three young men who, two years ago, would never 
have gone to church or cared about the Gospel, have 
been baptized. In May I baptized two more and another 
reaffirmed his faith. Please know I am just Graham 
Schuyler. This is a testimony about what the Holy Spirit 
can do if we can just be obedient to wherever He may 
call us.  

I have now been called to plant a church that will reach 
not only this large secular community’s kids, but their 
parents as well. Please pray for me. If you are ever in 
Knoxville, look me up. 

The Rev. Graham Schuyler (MDiv 2008) lives with his wife 
and two children in Knoxville, TN where he serves as Youth 
Missioner at Apostles Anglican Church.

Trinity Alum Receives Grant 
from the Episcopal Church 
Foundation

The Rev. James Brian McVey (MDiv 2006) has received 
a grant from the Episcopal Church Foundation to 

study the issue of human trafficking. Brian is the rector 
of St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Davenport, IA. His 
congregation has built 
a network of people 
and organizations to 
help put an end to 
forced labor in their 
community. St. Alban’s 
is very close to one of 
the most active sites 
of human trafficking 
in the United States. 
The grant will allow 
Brian to continue the 
development of this 
ministry while sharing 
what he learns with 
the wider Church.
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Alumni

The Rev. Jim Beavers (MDiv 2008) is Priest in Charge at 
Anglican Fellowship, Orange, VA.

The Rev. Thomas Hendrickson (MDiv 2004) is Rector at the 
Church of the Epiphany in Eutawville, SC.

The Rev. Dr. Jono Linebaugh (MDiv 2008) teaches New 
Testament at Knox Seminary in Fort Lauderdale, FL.

The Rev. Ian McCarthy (MDiv 2007) is the Youth and Family 
Pastor at Galilee Episcopal Church, Virginia Beach, VA.

Susan Tiffany (MDiv 2011) will move into the Episcopal Diocese 
of Northern Indiana to discern a call to holy orders with St. 
Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church, South Bend, IN.

The Rev. Becky Toalster (MDiv 2011) is Assistant to the Director 
of Development and Alumni Relations Coordinator at Trinity 
School for Ministry.

The Rev. Michael Patrick Todd (MDiv 2004) is Rector at The 
Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit, Apopka, FL.

The Rt. Rev. Elias Chakupewa (MAR 2009) was consecrated and 
installed as the third Bishop of the Diocese of Tabora, Tanzania 
on May 29, 2011. The ceremony was held in St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral with over 850 in attendance including more than 15 
bishops from across the province. Alumni Bryan Bywater (MDiv 
2005) and Bob Hudson (MDiv 2008) traveled to be with Bp. Elias 
and his wife Lucy for the spirited celebration.

The Rt. Rev. Alpha Mohamed (CWA 1991)
1941 - March 14, 2011

Bp. Mohamed was born into a Muslim 
family in 1941. At the age of 19 he converted 
to Christianity after reading a passage in 
Revelation that struck him profoundly. He was 
called into ministry in 1965 and was ordained in 
1967. In his early years, he served in Jerusalem, 
Australia and Virginia. He was consecrated 
Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Central 
Tanganyika in 1976 and elected the First Bishop 
of the Diocese of Mount Kilimanjaro in 1982. 
He became the Bishop of the Diocese of the 
Rift Valley of the Church of Tanzania in 1990, a 
position from which he retired a few years ago.

Sister Mary Louisa Brown (DBCS 1995)
June 20, 1935 - May 16, 2011

Mary Louisa was born in Portsmouth, Virginia. 
She attended numerous schools of higher 
education, and received a Masters Degree 
of Social Work in 1972.  She graduated from 
the Church Army Training Program and was 
commissioned on June 12, 1966. She later 
attended Trinity School for Ministry to pursue a 
Master of Arts in Religion.

Sister Louisa was a member of the Beaver 
Valley Outreach Board which coordinated and 
planned social and outreach service for the five 
Episcopal churches in the Beaver Valley. As a 
believer in Christ as her Lord and Savior and 
a life-long member of the Episcopal Church, 
she was a member of a number of churches, 
including St. Stephen and the Incarnation, 
Washington D.C.; the Church of the Redeemer, 
Pittsburgh, PA; and St. Paul’s, Kittanning, PA.

Alumni – Moves & Transitions Requiem

Editor’s Note: Do you have a Trinity alumni 
milestone to suggest for inclusion in a future issue 
of Seed & Harvest? Please send a brief update to 
btoalster@tsm.edu.Bp. Elias Chakupewa (MAR 2009) with his wife Lucy and Bob Hudson (MDiv 2008)
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Fairfield Homecoming
June 14-15, 2011
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Justyn Terry
Christ Memorial Chapel, Hobe Sound, FL

David Prior, a former trustee of Trinity School for 
Ministry and the person who first introduced me to the 

seminary, kindly 
welcomed Trevor 
Spencer (MDiv 
student) and me 
for a weekend in 
February. It was 
lovely to stay with 
him and his wife, 
Rosemary, both of 
whom I knew from 
the years when 

we were in ministry in London. It was also a great joy 
to meet the people of Christ Memorial Chapel, who 
have long been strong supporters of Trinity. We had a 
friendraising dinner on Saturday evening and then on 
Sunday morning I preached at the services and Trevor 
spoke about his experience at Trinity. It was on the way 
back to Pittsburgh that I had the conversation I reported 
in my letter on pg. 2. That was a great weekend.

Clergy Retreat, Diocese of Western Anglicans

Russell Martin (MDiv 2000) invited me to lead the March 
clergy retreat for the Diocese of Western Anglicans. I 
taught on ‘Doing the Work of an Evangelist’. It was a 
great opportunity to get to know Bishop Bill Thompson 
better, to meet the clergy (including several alumni of the 
school) and to connect with two of our students from the 
Diocese, Brian Hughes and Paul Gibbons, in a different 
context. It was encouraging to hear about many exciting 
mission initiatives that are being taken and to see plans 
being laid for the future.

All Saints, Dale City, VA

All Saints is another parish that has long been a great 
supporter of Trinity, and I was glad to have the chance 
to lead their ‘Saints Together Weekend’ at the invitation 
of Dan Morgan (MDiv 1993). I spoke on ‘Living the 
right way up in an upside-down world.’ It was very 
good to meet the people of the parish and to visit the 
wonderful new building that will soon be their home. I 
preached evangelistically at the Sunday services and we 
had a great response of people coming to Christ for the 

first time or making renewed 
commitments. There was a sense 
of a growing work of the Spirit as 
the weekend progressed. It was 
a special joy meeting someone 
on Sunday morning who had 
experienced a healing during 
the ministry time on Saturday 
evening, releasing her from an 
illness that had left her lethargic 
for some time. 

Council of Deans and House of Bishops,  
Kanuga Conference Center, NC

At the end of March, Deans of the Seminaries that serve 
the Episcopal Church gathered in preparation for a 
meeting with the House of Bishops later in the week. It 
gave us time to look at the challenges and opportunities 
that face us and to think about what we wanted to say 
to the Bishops when we met. The conversation with the 
House of Bishops was a very helpful opportunity for 
Deans and Bishops to share their concerns and hopes for 
the future.

Diocese of Albany

David Collum (DAS 2009), Dean of All Saints Cathedral, 
Albany, invited me to lead a preaching workshop for the 
clergy of the Diocese. We stayed with Bishop Love and 
drove up to Potsdam, NY for the first day with the clergy 
in the north of the Diocese before returning the next day 
to Albany to offer the conference for the southern clergy. 
It gave me the 
opportunity to 
spend time with 
Bishop Love and 
Dean Collum, 
to meet many 
of the clergy, 
and to speak 
about preaching 
in general and 
evangelistic 
preaching in 
particular. I was 
also able to meet 
several local alumni for dinner before flying home.

It was a special joy to hear afterwards from Nina 
George-Hacker (DMin 2011) that she went on to preach 

Friendraising
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evangelistically the following weekend. She explained 
that two people remained kneeling at the rail when 
Communion was over and she realized that they had 
accepted the altar call. She said, “I couldn’t get over it... 
I couldn’t stop grinning through the rest of the liturgy! 
God is so good!”

Other visits

I visited Richmond Hill, GA, where Clark Hubbard (MDiv 
2001, DMin 2011) and his wife Emily held a reception in 
their home and invited some potential new friends of 
the seminary. It was a wonderful opportunity to share 
Trinity’s story. I also met with a long time partner of the 
school whom I had not met before. I hope to continue to 
meet with others who have been so involved in the life of 
the school over the years.

These last few months have involved a lot of travel, some 
of which I have reported above. It is very encouraging 
for me to see what powerful work so many of our alumni 
are doing and to witness so many exciting new initiatives 
being undertaken to spread the gospel to those who 
do not yet know Christ. The Spirit of God is moving in 
powerful ways in many places. May God graciously grant 
us more of his life giving presence.

Leander Harding
I represented the school at the Diocese of South Carolina 
Convention, February 18-19. I then taught a course on the 
sacraments for The Anglican Mission in Denver,  March 
4-7. That Sunday I preached at Christ Episcopal Church 
in Denver. On March 26 I did a Godly Play presentation 
for the TEC Diocese of Pittsburgh. The weekend of April 
1-3, I traveled to St. Andrew’s in Fort Worth to do a 
retreat on my book and preach on Sunday.

Martha Giltinan
I was Holy Week preacher for All Saints Anglican 
Church in Charlotte, NC where my good friend and 
classmate Filmore Strunk is the rector. All Saints is a 
new ACNA parish currently meeting on Sundays in a 
large Catholic High School chapel. They have an average 
Sunday attendance of around 300 and are now looking 
to build. It was a joy to meet these good saints and to 
join them throughout Holy Week and Easter.  On Easter 
Monday I was treated to some fine NC flyfishing on 

Wilson Creek and caught 4 nice trout!  Christ is risen 
indeed! 

John Macdonald
For the past several years, I have been teaching a one-
week class on mission and evangelism at the Seminario 
San Andrés in Mexico City, Mexico.  The seminary is 
the main training institution for the Anglican Church of 
Mexico.  The Ven. Ernest Buchanan co-taught the course 
with me on this last occasion, March 14-17.

In addition to the seminarians, the clergy from the 
Diocese of Mexico were also included.  It was four 
intense days of teaching and learning, and the most 
rewarding time came when each of the 21 students in 
the class gave a fifteen-minute evangelistic sermon.  
Each time the Gospel was preached, the clergy and 
students were able to hear a presentation of the Christian 
message that reinforced their faith and encouraged 
them to continue this type of preaching in their current 
and future 
ministries.  We 
also touched 
on mission 
and church 
planting as 
two vital areas 
of Christian 
ministry, and I 
challenged each 
of the clergy 
there – and the 
future clergy – 
to begin to think 
and pray about when and where they would begin to 
plant churches.

Mark Stevenson
In March I traveled with my wife, the Rev. Karen 
Stevenson (MDiv ’97), on a trip to Israel and Jordan led 
by Archbishop Robert and Mrs. Nara Duncan and Bishop 
John and the Rev. Meg Guernsey. Wicks Stephens and 
Stu Simpson, members of Trinity’s Board of Trustees, 
were also on the trip, which was sponsored by the 
Anglican Church in North America. I did a series of Bible 
recitations on site at a variety of locations throughout the 
trip.



Trinity Tea 
2011

The third annual Trinity Tea, a benefit for Trinity’s 
spendable scholarship funds, was a great success. Nearly 90 

women attended this year making it the largest Trinity Tea yet. 
So far we have received $17,000 from the event, all of which will 
be used to provide scholarships to our students. Many thanks to 
all who attended and to all who made the 2011 Tea possible.

If you would still like to contribute to Trinity’s scholarship 
funds please write a check to Trinity School for Ministry and 
add “The Future Leaders Scholarship Fund” in the memo line, or 
contribute online (www.tsm.edu/giving/online_giving).

Photos by Christopher Klukas
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Why a Gift to Trinity in my Will?
By Elsie MacKenzie

After a dramatic conversion by which he became a new creature in 
Christ, the Lord called David Cameron MacKenzie to the brand new 

Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry. In addition to being a student, he was 
also a contractor for the school, along with Jerry Huft, another alumnus. 
Together, they changed the A&P store into a library and classrooms. This was 
the first remodeling job done to mold and shape a proper school building out 
of a supermarket!

As Dave studied and 
banged nails, I was at 
home holding down 
the fort with our two 
boys, Hector and David, 
and year-old twin girls 
Margaret and Rosanna. 
Finally, graduating with 
Trinity’s first class in 
1979, Dave received his 
Master of Divinity and was 
ordained! 

In the early days, the Trinity community was small and tight. We often ate 
and prayed together. We were aware that something special was happening; 
even though it was hard at first to get recognized in “religious” circles and 
be taken seriously by bishops and those who held our accreditation in their 
hands. Eventually, all of that straightened out and Trinity rolled along, it’s 
graduates spreading out across the country.......the “Royal Priesthood” (1 Pet. 
2:9) on the move!

Dave’s love for the school grew and grew as years went on. He was so 
proud to have been a part of it from the beginning. As the school expanded, 
he watched it being fashioned into the lovely campus it is today. But to 
Dave and me, the real Trinity loveliness is this: the heart of the school is 
Jesus Christ. The students know and love Him. They spread His Good News 
everywhere they go. Then, lives are changed as Dave’s was when he heard 
the gospel, gave his life to Christ and wanted to serve Him. This, to us, is the 
importance of Trinity.......that all the world may hear and many be called into 
the Lord’s service, to bring others to Christ.......... and the beat goes on!

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, “Your God reigns” (Is. 52:7).

Therefore, Dave’s redeemed life was ever grateful to Trinity: the eternal 
friendships forged there, the valuable lessons learned there, and the solemn 
privilege to be launched from there into all the world for our Lord. Dave died 
September 3, 2009 having designated a bequest to his beloved Trinity.  May 
the Lord bless the school for many years to come!
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Please Pray for...
 our first summer online 

course
 God to prepare our recent 

graduates as they continue 
to search for jobs or 
prepare to serve in new 
posts

 God to raise up new 
students to come to Trinity

 the provision of 
scholarships and the 
funding to advance the 
seminary’s mission

Thank You
As we close out the 2010/11 fiscal year, I would 

like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to all of 

our friends and supporters. It is only by God’s 
provision through your gifts and prayers that we 

are able to continue forming Christian leaders 
for mission. I am excited to report that over the 

past year we have exceeded our goal and raised 

$2,002,414 for our Annual Fund, something we 
have only done 3 times in the past 13 years. Additionally, we have raised 

$475,814 in scholarship funds. This is excellent progress, but there is still 

great need for spendable scholarship funds if we are to continue training 

those whom God has called into His harvest. Thank you for joining us in 

this important work!
  Sincerely,

TrinitySchool for Ministry
an evangelical seminary in the Anglican tradition

311 Eleventh Street, Ambridge, PA 15003
1-800-874-8754 | www.tsm.edu
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